
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S11029 September 16, 1999 
done, and I thank all those who cooper-
ate in helping to get it done. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FITZ-

GERALD). The Senator from California. 
Mrs. BOXER. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. For the benefit of my colleagues, 
I will be finished in 5 minutes. 

f 

FIT GUN CONTROL 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I seek 
recognition because my comments fol-
low on the same topic as the Senator 
from Utah, who I know wants very 
much to have a juvenile justice bill. 
But as I listened to his comments, I 
fear that perhaps we are not headed in 
the right direction with that legisla-
tion. 

Yesterday, I know that all of us were 
shocked, as all Americans were, to hear 
about a gunman walking into the back 
of a church in Ft. Worth, TX, killing 
six people, wounding seven, and then 
killing himself. 

I have a very simple message for my 
colleagues. If you can’t feel safe from 
gun violence in the sanctuary of your 
church, where can you feel safe? 

On Tuesday, in a story in my home 
State, not even widely reported, a man 
walked into the West Anaheim Medical 
Center and killed three hospital work-
ers because he was grief stricken that 
his mother died in that hospital. He 
went on the hunt for particular nurses. 
If you can’t feel safe from gun violence 
in a hospital in America, where can 
you feel safe? 

What seems like yesterday is actu-
ally a couple of months now when in 
the Los Angeles region of California a 
crazed man walked into a Jewish cen-
ter where there was a child care oper-
ation and shot his weapon. I will never 
forget the picture of the police holding 
the hands of that tiny little toddler as 
they tried to escape from the situation. 

These are memories that are im-
printed in our minds. If we don’t do 
anything about it in this Senate, we do 
not deserve to call ourselves the Sen-
ate, let alone the greatest deliberative 
body in the world. 

I feared, as I listened to the com-
ments of the chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, he seems to be saying that 
if we insist on modest gun control 
measures that are already in the Sen-
ate version, somehow we are playing 
politics. 

I want to say right here in the most 
straightforward way I can that it is not 
playing politics to say we should keep 
guns out of the hands of criminals and 
people who are mentally disturbed and 
out of the hands of children. That is 
not playing politics. That is doing 
what needs to be done in America in 
1999 going into the next century. 

The modest gun control measures 
that we passed on this floor of the Sen-
ate—those modest measures that the 
Vice President cast the tie breaking 
vote for—are common sense and close 
the gun show loophole that allows 
criminals and mentally unbalanced 

people to walk into a gun show and im-
mediately get a weapon. It is common 
sense to stop that. 

Senator LAUTENBERG’s amendment 
would do so. 

Senator FEINSTEIN’s amendment on 
banning the importation of high-capac-
ity ammunition clips which are used in 
semiautomatic weapons—common 
sense. 

Senator KOHL’s amendment requiring 
that child safety devices be sold with 
every handgun—common sense. 

My own amendment asking the FTC 
and the Attorney General to study the 
extent to which the gun industry mar-
kets to children—common sense. 

The Ashcroft amendment making it 
illegal to sell or give a semiautomatic 
weapon to anyone under the age of 18— 
that is all we did in that bill. 

Yet we have the chairman of the Ju-
diciary Committee out here talking as 
if, my goodness, those measures were 
political. 

Listen. I don’t think the American 
people can stand this anymore. 

In closing my remarks, I am going to 
mention some of the shootings that 
took place in 1999. 

January 14, office building, Salt Lake 
City, Utah, one dead, one injured; 

March 18, law office, Johnson City, 
Tennessee, two dead; 

April 15, Mormon Family History Li-
brary, Salt Lake City, Utah, three 
dead, including gunman (who was shot 
by police), four injured; 

April 20, Columbine High School, 
Littleton, Colorado, 15 dead, including 
the two teenage gunmen, 23 injured; 

May 20, Heritage High School, Con-
yers, Georgia, six injured; 

June 3, grocery story, Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, four dead; 

June 11, psychiatrist’s clinic, South-
field, Michigan, three dead, including 
the gunman, four injured; 

July 12, private home, Atlanta, Geor-
gia, seven dead, including the gunman; 

July 29, two brokerage firms, At-
lanta, Georgia, 10 dead, including the 
gunman, 13 injured; 

August 5, two office buildings, 
Pelham, Alabama, three dead; 

August 10, North Valley Jewish Com-
munity Center, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, five injured (Postal worker 
killed later); 

September 14, West Anaheim Medical 
Center, Anaheim, California, three 
dead; and, just last night, 

September 15, Wedgwood Baptist 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, seven dead, 
including gunman, seven injured. 

That is a partial list. 
We have to do something. We have 

the opportunity. What are we waiting 
for? I have to say that if we cannot 
vote out these modest gun control pro-
posals which are common sense, and if 
we cannot pick up some votes from the 
other side of the aisle, including the 
President who is sitting in the Chair, if 
we can’t do that, we should be ashamed 
to go home and say we did the people’s 
business. 

Thank you very much. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Thank you. 

f 

THE CONSERVATION AND 
REINVESTMENT ACT 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
wish to take this opportunity to speak 
on issues that are of importance to us. 
I will take the next 5 minutes to speak 
about a subject that is important to 
many Members of this body—some-
thing that over 20 of us have been 
working on now very diligently on both 
the House side, as well as the Senate, 
Republican and Democrat, to bring clo-
sure to this year in this Congress. 

I come to the floor very appro-
priately today as this terrible storm, 
Floyd, actually rages outside of this 
building. The wind and the rain have 
battered this building as we have 
worked through the day. Of course, we 
feel relatively blessed in that the 
storm damage has been kept to a min-
imum. It is quite a deadly storm and 
quite a tremendous threat. 

There are schoolchildren and families 
at home throughout the entire eastern 
portion of our Nation because they 
have been unable to get to work, or to 
school, or to other places because of 
the storm. 

I want to speak for a few minutes 
about the Conservation and Reinvest-
ment Act and how it will help us deal 
not with the emergency of the storm, 
not necessarily with the specific prepa-
ration for a particular storm, but how 
this particular bill by rededicating a 
portion of our offshore oil and gas reve-
nues could be used by States and coun-
ties and coastal areas throughout the 
United States to help repair damages 
from these particular storms. 

I want to take a minute to thank 
some Governors and Senators and to 
read a few statements into the RECORD 
about some of their thoughts regarding 
this bill. 

As this storm moves through the 
eastern part of our Nation today, and 
hopefully will dissipate over the next 
few hours, we have experienced tremen-
dous damage. Since 1960, the United 
States has sustained over $50 billion in 
damage. From Florida to Louisiana, to 
Texas, to South and North Carolina 
and Virginia, many coastal States have 
been battered over and over by hurri-
canes just since 1960. 

In a major publication last week, one 
of the headlines was reminding us of 
the deadly storm that literally wiped 
out Galveston, TX, in the year 1900. It 
is now the 99th anniversary of one of 
the deadliest storms to ever hit the 
United States. 

While some on this floor might 
argue, what is the reason for setting 
aside a specific amount of money to 
help coastal States, I suggest what we 
see on television now says it better 
than I could say it on the floor of the 
Senate. We see storms of this mag-
nitude pounding the coast, we see them 
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